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Motorcycle camping offers touring riders two primary 
benefi ts: it’s a less expensive way to travel and it adds an extra 
dimension to that travel. There’s no question that camping is 
far more economical than staying in a room – be that hotel, 
motel, or B&B. Whether camping under the stars is enjoy-
able, however, depends largely on the expertise of the traveler. 
These two comprehensive tomes offer beginners a head start 
on making their motorcycle camping experience a pleasant 
one. In that regard, the two books are much more similar than 
they are different. Both Douglass and Woofter are experi-
enced motorcycle campers and each book covers key topics 
like trip planning, camping gear, destinations, cooking, 
proper packing, clothing, and camp chores and etiquette.  

It’s on the topic of clothing, however, where the two 
authors depart. Woofter distinguishes between protective 
riding gear and more comfortable clothing to be worn around 
camp and during other off-motorcycle activities. Douglass, 
on the other hand, recommends wearing cotton trousers, 
hiking boots, and a windbreaker both in camp and while 
on the bike. For me, as well as for other riders who are more 
safety-minded, the more traditional camping and hiking 
items don’t constitute appropriate riding gear. That said, 
however, Douglass offers a particularly rich analysis of tents 
and sleeping bags, owing to his extensive experience with 
camping gear. Lightweight Camping also provides a useful 
framework for prioritizing camping equipment, based on 
space availability.

In terms of presenting the information, Woofter’s book, 
with its organizational structure, numerous illustrative photos, 

and sidebar comments, is more user-friendly and it’s easier 
to access key information out of chronological chapter 
sequence. Since motorcycle camping is a highly idiosyncratic 
endeavor, heed the tips and advice that make sense for you 
and discard those that don’t. Both books have a wealth of 
practical information, and either one would be a wise invest-
ment for novice campers before venturing out on their fi rst 
motorcycle camping trip.

Lightweight Camping for Motorcycle Travel: 
Revised Edition, 2009 
by Frazier Douglass, iUniverse 
ISBN 978-1440176456, price: $23.95, www.iuniverse.com 
Motorcycle Camping Made Easy, Second Edition, 2002 
by Bob Woofter, Whitehorse Press
ISBN 978-1884313837, price: $19.95
www.whitehorsegear.com

Every once in a while, a product 
comes along that makes us say, “Wow, 
that really is nifty.” Such was the case 
when we fi rst saw Marsee’s Dry Bags. 
Coming in 15-, 20-, and 30-liter sizes, 

these stuff sacks are waterproof 
and durable, yet will nicely con-
form to fi t into any of your exist-
ing soft or hard luggage. The 

bags are actually 100% water-
proof – not just water resistant 
– with a Velcro closure that 
seals tightly but also releases 

without the extra effort of having to 
tug. And when the bag is packed and 
ready to go, fold down its top ever so 
slightly (maybe even give it a twist), 
and then snap together the interlocking 
plastic fasteners on either side to form 
a convenient carrying handle. Now, 
that’s nifty.

Marsee Dry Bags
Sizes: 15-, 20-, and 30-liter
Price: $14-$18
www.racerpartswholesale.com
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